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Welcome to the latest edition of the IACI e-news.

Founded in 1962, the IACI is the leading Irish American cultural organization. The IACI is a federally
recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit national organization devoted to promoting an intelligent
appreciation of Ireland and the role and contributions of the Irish in America.

Guest contributors are always welcome! Please note, the IACI is an apolitical, non-sectarian
organization and requests that contributors consider that when submitting articles. The IACI reserves
the right to refuse or edit submissions. The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely
those of the original authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily
represent those of the IACI or any/all contributors to this site. Please submit articles for consideration
to cbuck@iaci-usa.org.

To continue reading articles contained in this latest e-news, please scroll through the
following pages.
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CHRIST THE KING TRIUMPHS

IRISH ART TREASURES

More than 500,000 people have viewed
the Irish Art Treasures Exhibit which has
been hosted in America’s finest
museums coast-to-coast. The exhibit,
now in Philadelphia, will soon return to
Ireland after almost two years absence.

A handsome, lavishly illustrated
cloth-bound book depicting these treas-
ures of 3,000 years of Irish art with com-
mentary is available from IRISH BOOKS
AND MEDIA, 683 Osceola Ave., St. Paul,
MN, 55105, for $25.00 plus $1.25 postage.
It is a book to inspire and inform. Truly
no family with any Irish pride should be
without a copy in its permanent library.
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Ireland’s language — Gaelic — came to
Ireland about a thousand years before

English came to England.

- O’Connor’s Christ the King statue in Dun Laoghaire

Few works of art have had the adventures of the sculpture of Christ the
King which was designed by the Irish American, Worcester-born (MA)
sculptor, Andrew O’Connor.

After 47 years of controversy, the statue has finally been erected in Dun
Laoghaire. The unusual sculpture is a triple cross designed as a memorial to
those who died in World War I.

’

The symbolism emphasizes three dis-
| tinct aspects of Christ's life: Desalation
— the Crucifixion under a darkening

. cloud; Conselation — Christ resur-
- rected, completely restored, arms out-
_ stretched to all mankind; Triumph —
- Christ in majesty, emerging from the
" tomb.

- It was first exhibited in plaster at the
Paris Salon in 1926. It was cast in bronze
at the foundry of Alexis Rudier at
| Malakoff, outside Paris, before World
War 1l. A committee of prominent

laymen and clergy proposad that this

sculpture would make a most fitting
monument to Christ the King.

During World War Il the monument
was hidden in France in order to protect
it from confiscation by military au-
thorities for its valuable metal content,

When it was brought to Dun Laoghaire
at the end of 1949 and offered to the
town, it was rejected because ecclesias-
tical authorities no longer considered it
suitable. It then lay abandoned for some

time in the People’s Park in Dun

Laoghaire in two open timber crates.

The sculpture was later brought to the
Archbishop of Dublin’s House in Drum-
condra. After that it was left in the back
garden of the home of a member of the
committee.

From 1968 on, several attempts were
made to have the statue erected eitherin
the National Gallery or elsewhere. Ulti-
mately, the incumbent Archbishop of
Dublin, Dermot Ryan, stated he had no
objection to the erection of the monu-
ment. Finally, in December, 1978, the
monument was erected in Dun
Laoghaire, 47 years after the original
plan.

Born in 1874, Andrew O’Connor died
in Dublin in June, 1941. Throughout his
life, he insisted on his Irish ancestry.
Many of his sculptures were presented
to the Dublin Municipal Gallery. They
are now in the National Gallery of Ire-
land. A few of his larger pieces are in
Merrion Square. He is represented by
many public monuments in the United
States and in several art galleries inParis,




STAY AT HOME
= AND TOUR IRELAND!

- GEAR UP FOR NEXT SUMMER’S TRIP OR RELIVE THE LAST ONE!

A new exciting way to enjoy Ireland — 90 minute tapes that take You on an
expertly guided tour, providing background information on the history, folklore,
and other attractions of each region’s towns, citles, and countryside,

An enjoyable way to tour from your armehair — or a practical traveling companion
for your own tour. Take your small cassette player with you, pop in a tape and your
amazed ears will be charmed by the wealth of information that will enrich your visit.

If you are driving you will find that each cassette is timed to co-ordinate with
distances and the local speed limits. What your tape is saying corresponds with what

you are seeing. Your tape guide also tells you about the customs and mode of living
in the area.

WHY TRAVEL THROUGH IRELAND ALONE
WHEN YOU CAN TAKE YOUR PERSONAL GUIDE WITH YOU?

No major sites are overlooked and many legs wall-known, but equally intriguing
sights are included. There are also suggestions for delighful detours and advice on
where to find further information locally.

Itis not just the sights of Ireland that are covered in these tapes. You will learn the
history of Ireland . . . its culture and folklore. You will be given shopping tips,
accommodation suggestions, fishing, golfing, and other sporting advice. And, as you
are listening, the native music of Ireland serves as a lilting background to the expla-
nation.

As if that weren't enough, each cassette comes with a route map where road
numbers, cities, towns, points of interest are all clearly marked.

90 minutes of Irish touring on each tape for less than one short phone call to

[reland! Each tape only §7.95 (plus §0.60 postage for one; add $0.15 additional post-
age for second and third tape). Alf three tapes for §22.50 plus $0.75 postage. And you

can play them again and again!
Wouldn't they also be ideal for a St. Patrick’s Day party —or a St. Patrick’s Day gift?

—IRELAND Tape #1 — Shannon to Sligo $7.95. The lakes of Fergus . . . the cliffs of
Moher with an unequalled view . . . well-known Limerick . . . romantic Galway . . .
ancient abbeys and ruins . . . the center of William Butler Yeats country . . . plus
prehistoric artifacts and remains. (90 minutes)

—IRELAND Tape #2 — Sligo to Cork $7.95. Dublin, the capital of Ireland and a favorite of
all lovers of romance through the ages . . . Waterford, home of exquisite glassware
. . . Enniskerry one of the most beautiful villages in Ireland . . . plus all sorts of
helpful hints about Dublin. (90 minutes)

—]RELAMD Tape #3 — Cork to Shannon $7.95. Ireland’s oldest church .
villages perfact for visits . . . magnificent mountain scenery . . . prehistoric ruins

- . the fabulous lakes of Killarney . . . the roses of Tralee . . . the lace of Limerick.
Plus suggestions for wonderful detours, fascinating history of the area, and useful
information. (90 minutes)
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Send check or money order to: Irish Books and Media, 683 Osceola Ave., St. Paul,
Minnesota, 55105 (612-647-5678)
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Inspired by a significant growth in Irish
exports to Sweden, Norway, and Fin-
land, the Irish Export Board has opened
an office in Stockholm. It is one of 19
offices throughout the world and the
second in Scandinavia. The Irish Export

Board's first office in the northern areas
W3S <atf 11D in Crarmnarmbameam e 404

Irish exports to the four main Nordic
markets — Denmark, Sweden, Finland
and Norway — have increased steadily
and substantially in recent years. The
1977 exports, for instance, were almost
five times greater than those in 1973. The
1977 total was £71 million.

Centennial Medallion

Aisling Galleries, the first gallery in
New York to specialize exclusively in the
Irish art, is commemorating the centen-
nial of the birth of Patrick Pearse with the
casting in limited editions of a bronze
medallion, bonded bronze mounted on
micarta, sculpted by the Irish artist,
Seamus O'Brien.

According to gallery director Thomas

f, Mason, this commemorative medal-
lion s believed tg bg the first such tribute

issued for the centenary year. Its pur-
pose is to honor the memory of Pearse
not just as patriot but in all the roles
played by that remarkable individual:
orator, teacher, writer, organizer, leader
and poet who foretold his destiny in his
well-known poem:

I turned my face

To the road before me

To the deed | would do

To the death | would die

Ais“ng Calleries’ eloquent memorial
of that face will be available in advance
for the many commemorative activities
that will be taking place during 1979, the
Pearse centenary year. Aisling Galleries,
716 Madison Avenue, New York, New
York, 10021. (212) 752-7691. :

Wexford Festival Opera

The Irish American Cultural Institute
again offers the membership the oppor-
tunity to enjoy Wexford’s unique festival
and one of the world’s great musical
events — the 1979 Wexford Festival Op-
era, October 24-Nov. 4.

The operas scheduled are: L’Amore
dei Tre Re {Montemezzi); Crispino e la
Comare (Ricci); and La Vestale (Spon-
tini).

Among the leading participants will be ™
Bruscantini, Carmen Lavani, Michael
Lewis, and Mani Mekler.

For further information on flights and
accommodations, please send a 15¢
stamp to Wexford Opera, Irish American
Cultural Institute 683 Occenla <+ Paril



|ACI $10 000 Irlsh Bible Award

L to R: Archbishop Tomds O Fiaich accepting check for $10,000 from Dr. Eoin McKiernan to
initiate the translation of the Bible into Irish. Presentation was made in Dublin.

Population Study Revealing

The Republic of Ireland’s population
(i.e., excluding Northern lreland) grew
by nearly a quarter of a million in the
six-year period 1971-77 according to a
Labour Force Survey compiled by the
Central Statistics Office (Dublin).

Part of an EEC effort, the survey was
based on detailed personal interviews
with residents of about 40,000
households and 351 sample institutions.

In all, the sample included 152,400 per-

sons, or about one in twenty of the total
population.

The population for 1977 was estimated
at 3,180,000 persons. A high proportian
— about one-third — of these are chil-
dren under 15 years.

Occupational breakdown estimates
suggest 288,000 in manufacturing, min-
ing, and quarrying; 218,000 persons
were engaged in agriculture, forestry
and fishing; 181,000 in commerce, insur-
ance, finance, and business services;
85,000 in building construction; 65,000 in
transport, communication, and storage;
and 671,000 in public administration and
defense. :

VISITORS TO IRELAND

More than 2,000,000 visitors arrived in
Ireland in 1977, over 300,000 of them
from the U.S. and Canada.

A A A A

Ireland imports 200,000 gallons of
goats’ milk every year for cheese-
making.

Gentenary Observance

Older than the Gaelic League in Ire-
land, the Gaelic Society of New York
celebrated its 100th anniversary on De-
cember 8, 1978.

Too few people are acquainted with
the heroic achievements of this organi-
zation. Still teaching classes in conversa-
tional Irish, in singing and dancing, the
Gaelic Society is one of the oldest Irich
cultural organizations in continuous ex-

istence in the U.S.

Predict Tourism Benefits

New York, December 21st: The an-
nouncement that Ireland has joined the
European Monetary System (EMS) is wel-
comed by the Irish Tourist Board, ac-
cording to Donal McSullivan, the

Board’s Vice President for the U.S. and.

Canada.

EMS membership should include a
number of economic benefits relating to
tourism. Specifically, there should be
greater currency stability and a further
decrease in the already lessening infla-
tion rate in Ireland. “This will make the
Irish vacation even more competitive,”
McSullivan notes, "and tourists from the
U.S. and Canada will receive greater
value for their dollars.

“In the longer term’’, he adds, “‘a
hoped-for reduction in interest rates, in-
creased economic stability, and confi-
dence in exchange rates, will all encour-
age a healthy climate for further invest-
ment and development in the tourist
industry.

The Archbishop of Armagh, Most Rev.
Tomas O Fiaich, accepted a check for
$10,000 from the Irish American Cultural
Institute which will go towards the cost
of pubhshlng a complete version of the

Bible in the Irish !anguage

Making the presentation at a function
in the National Gallery in Dublin, the In-
stitute’s president, Dr. Eoin McKiernan,
said the Bible was a treasured part of any
national heritage.

He added: “One has the additional
reason therefore, for mourning that Ire-
land has not had a Bible in the national
languge in recent centuries.

“The irony of Christian Ireland without
an lrish Bible is almost unbelieveable,

especially when complete Bibles are

available in such relatively unknown lan-
guage as Bambara, Efik and Gilbertese.
Truly the lack of an Irish language Bible
has been a strain and contradiction of
the nation’s life.”

Dr. McKiernan said that since 1966, the
Institute had extended awards for litera-
ture in Ireland, and the first recipient
had been Mairtin O Cadhain. He hoped
history would be made again with this
Presentatlon.

Dr. O Fiaich announced that the editor

of the Irish Bible would be an t-Ath. Pid-
raig O Fiannachta, Professor of Irish at
Maynooth.

For 25 years, he said, a team at
Maynooth had been working on the
project and the efforts had the full sup-
port of the bishops.

The editor of the Bible, an t-Ath. O
Fiannachta, said the work would be a
complete version and would incorporate
the translations done by his Maynooth

team during the past 25 years.

Although a Protestant version of the
Bible had been published in lIrish, this
new version would include all aspects
acceptable to Catholics, Jews and Protes-
tants.

An t-Ath. O Fiannachta said he esti-
mated that it would cost $100,000 to
finish the work, and he hoped the Bible
would be in the bookstalls in three years
time, with an original print of 8,000
copies.

"“:chenshmg what g
birthright, they ma [earn to cu[tlvate
f:_tt for the benefit

Owen ONeil



WEST KERRY DEVELOPMENT

CO.KERRY, IRELAND: The West Kerry Gaeltacht, known in Irish as ““Corca
Dhuibhne,” stands on the southwestern shores of Irgland, the most west-

erly fand point in Europe. It is often referred to as “the next parish {Q

Boston.”

As with other Gaeltacht areas, it is steeped in the rich heritage of Celtic
Ireland with its antiquity and literary traditions still alive in the Irish language,

the daily language of the people here.

In West Kerry there are extensive re-
mains even today of some of the first
structures ever built by man. The
megalithic tombs and standing stones
that may go back five thousand years,
Ogham stones, ring forts and early

Christian settlements — all are paignant
reminders of an ancient Ireland only re-

cently being re-discovered.

The West Kerry Gaeltacht is still a place

of small, tight-knit communities. Blasket
Island writers Peig Sayers, Tomas O
Criomnthain and Muiris O Siiilleabhdin
have left a unique record of the life-style
and traditions of the area. Through the
years the people of the area made their
living on small agricultural holdings, or
by fishing, or 2 mixture of both.

Emigration Drain

But the Great Famine in the middle of
the 19th Century and the collapse of the
fish market during the Great Depression
of the 1930's resulted in mass emigra-
tion. With its shores facing America, it is
little wonder that in those days of harsh
living conditions so many thousands
from West Kerry sailed to New York,
Boston, Chicago and other parts of the
U.S. With expectations of a better life
abroac, huge numbers of people were

forced to leave the area, and this tradi-
tion continued up to the 1960's.

Itwas against such a background that a
group of idealists from West Kerry got
together and decided to make a con-
certed effort to develop iife at home with
special emphasis on employment, For
these people West Kerry could, with vi-
sion and leadership, become more de-
veloped — socially, culturally and
economically. The new movement was
calied The West Kerrv Development
Co-operative or, in Irish, “Comhar-
chumann Forbartha Chorca Dhuibhne.”

Share Capital Raised

Initially 10,000 pounds in share capital
was raised from subscribers in West
Kerrv who came together and elected a
committee to control and develop the
Co-operative. They also appointed a
manager who reports to a monthly meet-
ing, as well as the Annual General Meet-
ing where audited accounts are
presented.

With the initial funds, the Committee
was able 1o obtain financial support from
the Irish Government and banks. With
this they started a development pro-
oram.

Among the projects initially un-
dertaken were the building of two com-
munity halls, land reclamation, summer
courses in the Irish language, a glass-
house nursery, vegetable farming, a
demonstration farm, an agricultural ga-

rage and a publishing firm.

Land Reclamation

Among the more important projects is
land reclamation. As West Kerry is
primarily a farming community, and
many of the farms were small and un-
economical, the Co-operative made a
study of the land and realized that there
was a vast acreage that could be im-
proved through reclamation. There was

'l -

Deep ploughing with a swamp bulidozer and five ton plough. The Co-Op have reclaimed
mara tham £ ONA acnrme ~f lormed im $he lamd mbabod

a special drainage problem created by an

impervious layer, about 20 inches below
the surface, through which water

couldn’t pass. Thousands of acres were
affected by this problem and the West
Kerry Co-operative was the first to dis-
cover that such land could be reclaimed
by the use of a special deep plough.

A bulldozer and deep plough re-
claimed over 6,000 acres, many of these
on” formerly non-viable holdings that
have since become productive farms.
More than 300 of the 1,500 farmers in

West Kerry have benefited from the
project with an average increase of farm
income of 82%. Farmers are able to in-
troduce new breeds of stock to their
herds and make other improvements.
Since 1968, the Co-operative has bought
250,000 pounds worth of excavators,
bulldozers, tractors and ploughs and this
machinery is constantly working on land
development in West Kerry.

Cont. p. 8, col. 1




WHEELING HER BARROW

THROUGH STREETS BROAD AND NAR-
ROW

CRYING ‘COCKLES AND MUSSELS
ALIVE, ALIVE O'!

Although the Japanese have been
practicing mariculture (fish farming)

since before the time of Christ, Ireland,
with 3500 miles of seafront is only kegin-
ning to take its possibilities seriously.

The Department of Fisheries recently
convened a seminar on mussels, the first
of its kind ever held in Europe. Held in
Leenane, Co. Mayo, on the shores of
Killary fjord, the seminar was attended
by 150 fishermen, biologists, zoologists,
researchers, and assorted experts —
some from outside Ireland.

Mussels were the subject of the semi-

nar — their artificial cultivation. The new

technology was in fyll vigw in the bay
where, from numerous floating rafts,
countless ropes were suspended and
clinging to these ropes were thou-
sands of mussels being artificially grown.

Mussel seeds find shelter on these
suspended ropes and, protected from
natural enemies and nourished by the
nutrients in the sea water, they produce
a higher amount of shell fish protein
than oysters.

Michael Crowley of the Fisheries Res
search Centre in Dublin noted that, even

if the waters became contaminated,
mussels can be purified. The first (and
only) purification tank was built in Ire-
land in 1941. Limited to processing a
maximum of 50 tons a week, it is in-
adequate for the potential market, he
reported.

Other experts pointed out that sig-
nificant expansion of the enterprise
would require a large investment of capi-

tal, There was agreement that mussel
farming offered Ireland an excellent
economic opportunity.

Irish-born architect’s church recently chosen as outstanding éxample of 19th century Cana-

dian architecture.

You Don’t Have To Be Irish To Love Ireland

Because when you go there, you really feel you belong. Quickly you'll discover
that Ireland’s tradition for warmth and hospitality is all true.

And there’s a magic in discovering Ireland. It has something to delight, fasci-
nate and amuse everyone. Whether you're a visitor with a sense of adventure,
or traveling out of a sense of curiosity or as a history buff.

Ireland offers a wealth of breath-taking scenery, excellent sporting and cultural
activities, stately homes and gardens and first-class accommodations. All this and
more awaits you at excellent value for your dollar.

Experience Ireland for yourself. Discover your people — and remember Ireland
is still one of the best travel bargains in Europe!

When you travel with your fellow IACI members, you're not with strangers.

FLIGHTS ONLY OR FLIGHTS AND TOURS

No need to write a letter. Just send a stamped addressed envelope inside
another envelope to: FLIGHTS, Irish American Cultural Institute, 683 Osceola
Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota, 55105.

RO IT NOW. QUR FLIGHTS FILL FAST

A A A A AAAAAAAAAAMALMLAMAAALAAALAAAAAALAAALA
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Rare Dublin Meeting

An unusual aspect of the joint Dublin
meeting of the Royal Society of London
and the Royal Irish Academy in late
November was that it was the first time in
500 years that the English organization
had ever attended such a conference

outside London.
About one quarter of the 60 partici-

pants were from lrish universities. The
remainder came from all over the world.
The subject was the black holes of space,
particularly with reference to the rela-
tionship between geometry and physics.

The late President de Valera had been
honored by the London society because

i INDEPENDENCE

For all students of Irish American history —
reproductions of actual 18th century docu-

ments about Irish in American army. Only
$5.75 (including postage) from Irish Book
and Media, 683 Osceola, St. Paul, MN. 55105

of his contribution to science by the set-
ting up of the Dublin Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies.

Canadians Honor Irish Church Architect

Limerick-born Joseph Connolly has
been honored by the Ontario Ministry of
Culture and Recreation for his contribu-
tions to Canadian architecture.

Recognized as one of the foremost
church architects in 19th century
Canada, Connolly was born in Ireland in
1840, settled in Toronto in the 1860's and
died there in 1904,

in Ireland he took his professional
training under J. ). McCarthy, Ireland’s
leading Catholic Church architect. Al-
though he designed many other build-
ings in Ontario, Connolly is best known
for the churches, especially the Catholic,
he designed.

One of his earliest and finest works is
the Church of Our Lady in Guelph, On-
tario, in the style of thirteenth century
French Gothic.

A plaque was erected in front of the
church on September 10, 1978, by the
Ontario Heritage Foundation, a govern-
ment agency dedicated to promoting the
appreciation and preservation of the
province’s historical and architecttral
heritage. ’



Glencree Spreads Peace, Harmony

““Man must be at peace with himself
and with God to be at peace with his fel-
lows. Chtistians have not only to accept
each other, but to understand each
other.”

These words by Alan Meara of the
Glencree Reconciliation Centre in
Ireland may be considered the guiding
theme of this extraordinary effort to
bring together the various factions in Ire-
land to seek peace and justice.

Hub of Contradictions
Glencree Reconciliation Centre itself

is @ hub of contradictions. Magnificently
set in the Wicklow Mountains just south

of Dublin, it is a center where all, Irish or
otherwise, are welcome to a neutral
zone of goodwill and peace.

The buildings are the former British
Army barracks built in the 18th Century
to secure the nearby glens from the
O’Dwyers and others who rebelled
against British occupation. Nearby is a
parish church where people gather to
pray for peace.

And just across the road is a German

Military Cemetery maintained by the
West German Graves Registration Com-
mission. Here one can read headstones
of German soldiers, sailors and airmen
who died in the two World Wars and
whose remains were gathered from all
parts of Ireland and the surrounding sea
into one last resting place.

Work For Peace

In September, 1974, at the suggestion

of the Working for Peace Group, the
Irish Board of Works made the site avail-
able to a committee representative of
several peace groups active at the time.
One section of the complex of buildings
was professionally restored almost im-
mediately. Other sections are gradually
being restored as volunteer workers and
contributions become available.

My own introduction to the centre was
in meeting Rev. James Joyce, S.J. Puzzled
by his “Irish” accent, | inquired as to
why | couldn’t understand its origin.
"“Probably because I'm from Brooklyn,”
he replied laconically. Another contra-
diction!

Philosophy of Glencree

When | asked about the overall pur-
pose of Glencree, Fr. Joyce gave me the
program as outlined by the dynamic di-
rector Rev. Shaun Curran, S.J.:

To convince people in both parts of

Ireland, and elsewhere, that violence is
destructive of the very ends it seeks to
achieve, whether ideological, industrial
or social;

To show people the moral strength of
non-violent action and what it can
achieve;

To provide an opportunity for people
to meet, talk and listen more easily and

L3 grERus s

Robert White, Irish-American tenor, with the President of Ireland, Dr. Patrick Hillery, and his

wite at a reception in the Theatre Royal, Wexford, after a performance of Smetana’s The Two

Widows.

more honestly than is often normally
possible;

To lend active support to non-violent
movemants trying to fight injustics and

improve the quality of life in our society:

To provide a program of peace educa-
tion and research of international quality
and value,

To implement these aims, the Glen-
cree Centre sponsors seminars and con-
ferences, on non-violence, pluralism, in-
tegration through education, community
development, Christian renewal,
North-South dialogues, and other top-
ics.

Seminars and Work Camps

At a general seminar we were able to
share ideas and perceptions of non-
violence in both the U.S. and Ireland.
These dedicated students and their
teachers lived a beautifully simple life-
style and became enamored of the
rugged beauty of this mountain retreat.
Most were Americans, along with a few
Canadians.

International work camps are run at
Glencree from June to September, with
weekend camps during the remainder of
the year. Students come from all parts of
Ireland, Europe, North America, and
elsewhere to work, discuss and foster
understanding among themselves, and
share this with others when they return
home.

There are also four-day residential
courses for secondary school students
which include simulation games, discus-
sions, group activities and projects to
develop an awareness of their own at-
titudes and values.

Rest Center and Training

Along with this, Glencree provides
rest facilities for victims of violence in
the North and South of Ireland, for bat-
tered wives, inner-city children, and
others in need of peace and quiet.

Training oppaortunities are also pro-
vided for youth leaders and community
development workers. The facilities are

tade available to other groups whose
aimg are broadly in sympathy with those

of Glencree.

On an adjoining 32-acre farm, students
and adults are taught the fundamentals
of gardening so that they can bring their -
newly-acquired skills back to large cities
and other places to grow their own food
and add rustic beauty to their surround-
ings.

The gardens are somewhat reminis-
cent of the American “Victory Gardens"

of the World War Il period. Eventually, it
is hoped that the gardeners will form

co-ops and provide employment both
for themselves and others, and a market-
ing scheme for their products.
Dedication of Staff

But who makes up the basic commu-
nity of Glencree? Who are the seemingly
tireless workers who make things hap-
pen in so many ways and places? In addi-
tion to Fr. Shaun Curran, the director, an
the Organizing Secretary in the Dublin
Office, there are seven full-time, long-
term volunteers who live at the Centre
and help to implement its program,
along with a volunteer gardener who is a
retired engineer, a volunteer farmer and
his wife, and scores of voluntary helpers.

As a final contradiction, the Glencree
Reconciliation Centre is dedicated to
putting itself out of business. When
peace and justice come to Ireland, there
will be no longer a need for Glencree —
but perhaps by then there will be other
nations which will need the spirit, the
help and the inspiration of this tiny but
mighty centre in the Wicklow Moun-
tains. —Kevin O'Neill Shanley, O. Carm.

A A A A

When were you in Ireland last? Write
to us for savings on cars and tours —
savines that don’t skimp



Working closely with the I-A-C-

[nstitute, irisH Books AND meDia supplies
all of the United States and parts of
Canada with an ordinarily unavailable
stock of over 50,000 books published by
both small and large Irish presses. In-
cluded in this distribution service are
universities (history, literature and lan-
guage classes, primarily), high school li-
braries, community libraries, gift shops,
the yearly 1rISH FORTNIGHT, public func-
tions such as the Garden State Fair (New

Jersey), the Minnesota Ethnic Days Fair,

book stores and, most important, indi-
vidual readers with an interestin Ireland,
and their friends, to whom they have
spread the news by word-of-mouth.

Huge Inventory

“Many of the books carried by risH
BOOKS AND MEDIA are now out of print —
a holdover from the days when our
books were purchased faster than they
could be advertised!”” says Ethna

McKigrnan, Manager of IBM. "At
Present, our inventor)/ includes near]Y

every current MERCIER PRESS publication,
as well as many of their older books, and
also the publications of Irish presses
such as ANVIL, O'BRIEN, WOLFHOUND, BORD
FAILTE (The Irish Tourist Board),
BLACKSTAFF PRESS, APPLETREE, the EDUCA-
TIONAL COMPANY, Government publica-
tions, and others.”

The “Media” part of IRISH BOOKS AND
MEDIA has in the past included such of-
ferings as a four print series of limited
editions by the Irish-American artist Ed-
mund Sullivan; an Irish News and Infor-
mation Service, available on cassettes;
postcards put out by the Irish Tourist
Board; a small selection of Irish
recordings; an Irish language series
(Buntus Cainte) on cassette and in ac-
companying booklet form; a new poster
series, and more. Currently, the Media
section includes a 1,000 limited copy
printing of Edmund Sullivan’s new print
“Sunday Morning,”” and a six print series
of poster-size Irish photographs.

Treasures of Irish Ant

Some of IBM’s more popular books
this year have included Treasures of Irish
Art, a reproduction with 86 stunning
color plates from the exhibit touring
America, accompanied by an extensive
narrative covering the history of Irish art
over a 3500 year span; and also the His-
tory of the Name Series, books of brief

Ethna McKiernan, Manager

historical and legendary background of
six of the more familiar Irish names in
the United States and Ireland.

In addition to acting as an economic

boost in the arm to both fledgling and
established Irish presses, IRISH BoOKS
AND MEDIA brings alive the whole culture
of Ireland to Irish-Americans who have
an interest in, but no other specialized
knowledge of, their heritage. For others,
including many first-generation lIrish in
the States, IBM presents a link in the
connection which binds Ireland to
America in so many ways.

Books in the Irish language (as well as
many books about the Irish language),
an extensive section of legend and
folklore, books of music and books on
the Irish musical tradition, literature, art,
history — both past and present — biog-
raphy, economics, architecture, law,
political analyses, religion, genealogy,
and Irish cookbooks are just some of the
areas covered in IBM's titles.

Catalogs Available

Catalogs and flyers are published by
IRISH BOOKS AND MEDIA six to eighttimes a
year. These are sent regularly to mem-
bers of the Irish American Cultural Insti-
tute, often with issues of Ducas. The
catalogs are, however, available to any-
one withan interest in or love for Ireland.
“When requesting catalogs or other in-
formation,” says Ethna, “please do send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope. It
helps us serve you better — which we
want to do!”

IACI ART AWARDS

The recent Irish American Cultural In-
stitute art awards of $10,000 demonstrate

the cultural ieadershfp of the IAC! in Ire-
land.

The 1979 awards, totalling $10,000,
were allocated as follows: $6,000 to
Robert Ballagh and $4,000 to a special
fund to create a traveling American ex-
hibition of Irish art. Named in honor of
Daniel and Elaine Gainey, the donors,
these annual awards have been a sig-
nificant influence in Irish art circles.

Dr. Eoin McKiernan made the

presentation in Dublin. His remarks fol-

low.

“The sums which we have been
privileged to distribute for the benefit of
the arts in Ireland represent a responsi-
bility entrusted to us by our membership
and, in particular, by outstanding Irish-
Americans like the man and woman after
whom tonight’s disbursement is being
made, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Gainey.

“It must be obvious to all that more
artists in the country are worth}/ of

awards than the number who receive

them. The deciding matter in all cases is
naturally the criteria applied. On this
basis, an artist who would easily rank in
the top of any list might be denied top
place on a list applying other criteria.
The general public as well as our donors
are entitled to an explanation of the basis
for the selection of our awards.

“COur adjudicators are people of ex-
perience in the field of Irish art. They
have urged that the following criteria be

considered in making an award to a

painter: 1) the achievement of the artist;
2) the needs of the artist; and 3) the
likelihood that at this particular time
creative output of this particular artist
will be greatly stimulated.

“We have the utmost confidence in
the unanimous selection of our ad-
judicators that, given these criteria, no
painter is more worthy of the Daniel &
Elaine Gainey award of the Irish Ameri-
can Cultural Institute than Robert Bal-
lagh.

“Robert Ballagh's achievement in his
profession is well respected in Ireland.

" What the general public may not give

sufficient weight to is his generosity in
serving other artists through his partici-
pation on award-making committees
such as the Irish Living Art, Alice Ham-
merschlag Trust, and others. Were he to
stop here, he would number many cred-
its to his career but with this solid recog-
nition this evening, we are confident that
he will challenge himself to even greater
achievements.”

First Anti-Pollution Law

It seems that Ireland’s first anti-
pollution law was passed in 1466 when it
was decreed that “no tanner, glover or
other person should use “limed ware or
leather work™ in the River Liffey “on ac-
count of the destruction of the salmon.”



West Kerry cont.
=

The Alphabet Stone which is to be seen in
the ruin of the 12th century church of Kil-
malkedar in West Kerry. The Latin alphabet
can be seen along the side of the stone and it
i8 84id it was used for teaching purposes.
The stone may very weil pre-date the Chris-
tian period. Very often the new religion chris-
tianised old practises — hence the cross.

At present the West Kerry Co-op has
35 full-time employees and another 100
in seasonal jobs. It has an annual turn-
over of funds in excess of 400,000
pounds, and the developments it has

achieved have improved the income af
the arga by over 1,000,000 pounds a year.

. Future plans call for new machinery
for land development, expanding vege-
table growing and the chilling plant, ex-
pansion of the greenhouse tomato-
growing projects, expansion of tourism
as an industry, an outdoor recreation
center, two new community halls, a
major cultural center with a museum and
language center, and the excavation of
all the key archaeological sites in West
Kerry.

“The Co-op has the will and the ability
to expand,” said chairman Doncha O
Conchdir. “What is urgently needed
now is an injection of capital so that the
plans outlined can be implemented.”

Stocks for the West Kerry Co-operative
are available with a minimum share hold-
ing at $100. This investment attraction is
not only to descendants of hardy Kerry
people but also to all who would like to
help a sound Irish development scheme.

Free brochures on the co-operative
are available by writing: Celtic News
Service, 29 N. Broadway, Joliet, IL. 60435.

—Kevin O’Neill Shanley, O. Carm.

Year of The Irish Woman

The 9th year of the annual IRISH
FORTNIGHT goes festive by focusing on
a fascinating female forum. The topic —
“The Irish Woman" — offers a rich array
of authorities from Ireland in a variety of
fields — theatre, music, art, literature,
archaeoiogy, traditional crafts, etc.

May Cluskey, star of the Abbey

Theatre, will do a two-hour show
““Mothers.”” Ngirin Ni Riain, fresh from
record cutting in Ireland, will also do a
two-hour program in traditional music.

Sustained by local committees, the
Irish  American Cultural Institute
presents these programs as a community
benefit — free.

Dates of local appearances are given
below together with the name of the

lacal ¢hairman who can supply further
information.

ALBANY (NY)

Maureen Dumas (518) 472-3503
BOSTON (MA)

Philip C. Haughey (617) 491-8502

David Burke (617) 683-2751
BRIDGEPORT (CT)

Daniel Ryan (203) 743-9848

John Henry (203) 846-9339
HALIFAY (NOVA 8¢6T1A)

Al'J. Hobbs (902) 435-1418
HOLYOKE (MA)

Philip Flanagan (413) 534-1337
LOWELL (MA)

Linda Frawley (617) 454-7811 ext, 225/219

David Burke (617) 683-2751
NEW JERSEY (N])

John P. Walsh (201)997-3706
NEW YORK (NY)

Declan O’Sullivan (212) 687-2525
OMAHA (NE)

John Tarsney (402) 397-4000

PHILADELPHIA (PA)

Bernard Croke (215) 745-6000
PITTSBURGH (PA)

Paul G. Sullivan (412) 471-6833
ST. JOHN’S (NFLD)

Catherine Evans (709) 722-7523
ST. PAUL (MN)

Joseph Thibodeau (612) 647-5678
WASHINGTON, D.C.

James |. O'Connell (702) 373-3470
WORCESTER (MA) :

Dr. Chen Yuan (617) 752-7700

John F. Buckley (617) 757-7721

Young Irish Scientists Win

For the third year in a row teen-age
Irish scientists have carried off top inter-
national prizes in European Science
competitions.

Fourteen countries competed in the

final of the Tenth European Contest for
young scientists. The top award went to
a young Limerick student, Donald
McDonnell, who had made a com-
prehensive monitoring study of the ef-
fect of pollution on the estuarine ecosys-
tems of the Shannon near Limerick.

Of his achievement, the jury of scien-
tists, meeting in Holland, wrote: “It
should be considered a major achieve-

ment that a boy of 17 years, alone, has
undertaken a task which conveniently

should be done by a team of specialists,
and nevertheless has reached such a
valuable result.”

In Ireland, the participation of stu-
dents and their teachers is encouraged
by Aer Lingus who sponsor this annual
event. The Aer Lingus Young Scientists’
Exhibition has greatly stimulated science
in Ireland, especially in the area of sec-
ondary education.

SAY YES TO YOUR PEOPLE!




ON THIS DAY IN IRISH HISTORY -AUGUST

1st

1906 - The Catholic hierarchy rule out mixed education at Trinity College, Dublin.
1915 - Funeral of Jeremiah O'Donovan Rossa, at which Patrick Pearse gives an oration.
1969 - A huge rally outside the GPO in Dublin protests events in Northern Ireland.
1980 - Eighteen people die in the Buttevant Rail Disaster.

3rd
1916 - Roger Casement hanged for treason.

5th
1969 - Severe sectarian rioting in Belfast.

7th

1957 - A war memorial in Limerick is blown up.

1986 - Peter Robinson, deputy leader of the DUP, is arrested for illegal assembly after a Loyalist mob takes over a village
in County Monaghan.

8th
1980 - Ten people die in a hotel fire at Bundoran.

9th

1971 - Internment without trial is introduced in Northern Ireland.

11th

1927 - Fianna Fail TDs join the Dail for the first time.

1950 - At a meeting of the European Consultative Assembly in Strasbourg, Irish representatives vote against the
European army proposed by Winston Churchill.

12th
1898 - James Connolly publishes the first copy of the Workers' Republic newsletter.
1946 - A plane carrying 23 French Girl Guides crashes in the Wicklow Mountains.

13th

1931 - Business resumes in the Four Courts following damage caused in the Civil War.

1969 - The Taoiseach Jack Lynch says on television that Ireland 'can no longer stand by' given the situation in Northern
Ireland.

1995 - Gerry Adams tells a rally in Belfast that the IRA 'haven't gone away'.

14th
1903 - Wyndham Land Act passed, offering incentives to landlord to sell their estates.

15th

1838 - Government introduces relief work and a reduction in tithes for the poor.

1843 - Repeal meeting at Tara.

1969 - A night of violence and arson in Belfast. Sinn Féin calls for UN intervention and the boycott of British goods.
1998 - Real IRA bomb at Omagh kills 29 people.

16th

1879 - Land League of Mayo founded at Castlebar.

1969 - British soldiers are deployed in Belfast.

1982 - The Attorney General Patrick Connolly resigns after a wanted killer is found at his house.



17th
1922 - Dublin Castle is formally handed over to the IRA by the British.
1969 - Northern Ireland protesters clash with the Garda Siochdna in Dublin.

18th
1911 - The British House of Lords loses its veto power beyond two years, making Home Rule possible.

19th
1989 - 10,000 people march in Dublin calling for Britain's withdrawal from Northern Ireland.

20th
1888 - Christian Brothers College founded in Cork.

21st
1962 - Former US President Eisenhower arrives in Belfast.
1970 - The Social Democratic and Labour Party is founded in Northern Ireland.

22nd
1922 - Michael Collins is killed in an ambush at Béal na Blath.

23rd
1921 - Stormont Castle agreed as the Parliament building for Northern Ireland.

27th

1928 - Ireland becomes a signatory of the Kellogg Peace Pact.

1969 - The B-Specials begin to hand over their guns. British Home Secretary James Callaghan visits Belfast.

1979 - The IRA kill Lord Mountbatten, his grandson and the grandson's friend; on the same day, an IRA ambush at
Warrenpoint kills 18 British soldiers.

28th
1835 - St. Vincent's Ecclesiastical Seminary opened at Castleknock.
1930 - Rembrandt painting found in an Irish cottage is authenticated.

31st
1994 - IRA announces a ceasefire.



Irish History Trivia

In what year was the Easter Rising?

In what month was it?

Who wrote '50 things you didn't know about 1916
Who created the Death of Cuchulainn sculpture?
Who travelled on ‘coffin ships'?

Where did Michael Collins fight during the Rising?
What was the IRB?

Was Catholic emancipation seen in the former or latter half of the 19th
century?

Who became leader of the Home Rule Party after Isaac Butt in 1879?
Who was the leader of Cumann na mBan (the League of Women)?

In 1691, at the siege of Limerick who led the Irish forces?

Which Cumann na Gael Cabinet Minister was assassinated on July 1927?
When was Douglas Hyde elected as Ireland's first President?

The freedom of Cork City in November 1998 for his role in the Irish Peace
Process was awarded to whom?

Was Gaelic or English the main language in Ireland in the 19th Century?
The English Pale surrounded which city?

The Irish Brigade fought for Franco in which war?

In which Italian City did Daniel O'Connell die?

Where would you find the historical site of Newgrange?

The statues of Fidelity, Mercury and Hibernian top which building in
Dublin?

Michael Collins was killed in an ambush between Bandon and where?
Which British PM (initials W.E.) supported Home Rule?
Where is he buried?

What marks the spot where he died?

1916

April

Mick O'Farrell

Oliver Sheppard

Emigrants

The General Post Office

Irish Republican Brotherhood

Former

Charles Stewart Parnell
Constance Markievicz
Patrick Sarsfield

Kevin O'Higgins

1938

George Mitchell

English
Dublin
Spanish Civil War
Genoa

County Meath
The GPO, O'Connell Street

Macroom
Gladstone
Prospect Cemetary

A Stone cross
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