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appreciation of Ireland and the role and contributions of the Irish in America. 
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organization and requests that contributors consider that when submitting articles.  The IACI reserves 
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those of the original authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily 
represent those of the IACI or any/all contributors to this site.  Please submit articles for consideration 
to cbuck@iaci-usa.org.

To continue reading articles contained in this latest e-news, please scroll through the 
following pages. 



Seamus Heaney 

by 

Raymond D. Aumack 

The culture of a people is far too sacred to be entrusted to the politicians or even to the clergy for 

that matter. It is really the heart and soul of artists that carry forward the history, traditions and 

culture of a nation. For example, In America, one of our greatest novels is To Kill a 

Mockingbird, written by Harper Lee with the help of an absolutely wonderful; editor. If you 

track the history of the time, the newspaper editorials, the political discussions, even some of the 

laws of the 1950s, you would find the ugly history of racism. It is novels like Harper Lee’s and 

many others, the poetry of the period, the music that was popular at the time, the painting and 

sculpture that give expression to the authentic life of Americans of the time. Needless to say, art 

reflects many trends in America but the anti-racism trend was strongly emerging at the time. 

Seamus Heaney was the dean of many great poets of his generation and was one of four Irish 

poets to be honored with the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

He was born to a farming family near Castledawson, County Derry, on April 13, 1939. He had 

eight siblings. He was educated at the local primary school, Anahorish private school and at St. 

Joseph’s College of Education, Belfast. His family had moved to Ballaghy, near Belfast when he 

was a child because his father had become a cattle trader. At age twelve he won a scholarship to 

St. Colomb’s College, a Catholic boarding school. 

His first professional position was teaching at St. Thomas Intermediate School, Ballymuphy, 

Belfast in 1962 – 1963 and at St. Joseph’s College, 1963 – 1966. In 1965 he married a 

schoolteacher, Mary Devlin, also a published writer. In 1966 he joined the staff of Queens 

College, Belfast and became lecturer at the University of California, Berkeley 1970 – 1971. In 

1972 he moved to Glatonguenmore, County Wicklow, to write on a full time basis. His wife, 

Mary, was a Wicklow native. He also taught at Carysfort, Blackrock, County Dublin, 1975 – 

1981. He came to America and began teaching at Harvard University in 1982. At Harvard, he 

became the tenured Boyleston professor of rhetoric and oratory in 1984. He resigned from 

Harvard in 1996 to become the Emerson Poet in residence and concurrently professor of poetry 

at the University of Oxford, 1989 – 1994. 

He is the recipient of a number of prizes including the Gregory Award for Young Writers, the 

Geoffrey Faber Award, the Somerset Maugham Award, 1967, the Cholmondeley Award, 1968, 

the Duff Cooper Prize, 1975, the Whitbread Award in 1987 and again in 2000. He was elected 

Nobel Laureate for Literature in 1995. 

He was a prolific writer and produced an enormous body of literature. His first published work, 

was Eleven Poems, for the Queens University Festival in 1965.  His poetry collections include, 

the Death of a Naturalist,1966, North, 1975, Station Island, 1984, Seeing Things, 1991, The 

Spirit Level, 1996, and Electric Light, 2001. In addition, he translated the Irish medieval tale, 

Buile Shuibhne as Sweeney Astray, 1984. and the old English epic. Beowolf in 1999. He jointly 



edited the Rattle Bag anthology of poetry with English poet, Ted Hughes in 1982. He adapted 

Sophocles Philoctetes, published as Cure at Troy in 1991. This was preceded by Government of 

the Tongue in. 1988. The Redress of Poetry appeared in 1995 as a collection of Oxford  lectures. 

Finders Keepers appeared in 2002. District and Circle appeared in 2006 and the Human Chain 

was published in 2010. 

Following his colleague, Patrick Kavanagh, Heaney wrote about the habitual routines of rural 

life finding deeper resonances at play within these quotidian rituals. He had just begun his 

publishing career when the political situation of Northern Ireland began to deteriorate out of 

control. As the situation spiraled into crisis, there were increasing demands made on Heaney to 

produce poetry that would directly engage the situation. He did this in an oblique manner 

preferring to address the political matters through the medium of mythology and Iron Age 

history. Heaney’s most intense effort at engagement with the politics of his time resulted in 

North. Conor Cruise O’Brien at the time felt these poems presented the most pessimistic analysis 

of the situation of Northern Ireland that he had ever read. 

His next work, Station Island was a lot more encouraging. He had adopted the James Joyce 

aesthetic to write for the sheer joy of it. The Unfolding Northern Ireland Peace Process brought 

Heaney back to political concerns in The Spirit Level. 

During his period at Oxford, his term did not require residence there. In addition to teaching he 

arranged reading tours throughout the United States and Ireland. He had a special appeal to 

young people and they were called “Heaneyboppers.” I remember reading an article many years 

ago written by a young Law student who had spent the summer in Ireland as part of Heaney’s 

reading tour entourage. The story was in one of the major American magazines and though I 

remember the article well, I don’t remember her name or the periodical for which she wrote the 

article. She is probably a judge by now or a Congresswoman, so it is good that I remember her 

story and nothing else. 

First of all, she wrote about the respect that she had for Heaney. She describes how he was a 

perfect gentlemen of rock star status who never crossed the line of behavior with the young 

women that surrounded him. She describes her summer as a time of beauty enhanced by a haze 

of Guinness. She was fascinated by his poetry, his rhetoric, and his soaring optimism. Summer 

time in Ireland is always great even when it is raining. She describes the influence of Heaney. 

The evenings were filled with the enthusiasm that is so characteristic of youth. Heaney was a big 

man and his demeanor was as powerful as his poetry and his rhetoric. He was always an 

imposing figure on his stage. After a bucolic evening of poetry and Guinness our law student 

was a little vulnerable from the enthusiasm of the crowd, the soaring beauty of the poetry, and 

perhaps a drop or two more of the creature than she should have had. As she was leaving the pub 

at the end of the evening, she was being pursued by an ardent young man who had taken way 

more than the allotted few drops. He was getting quite insistent and physical and try as she might 

she couldn’t get away from his grip. She fell to the ground and prepared for the worse when she 

heard a thud, a scream, and a body fall next to her. A very big man with the soul of a poet and 



the voice of an angel had cleaned the clock of her assailant. Heaney helped her to her feet, helped 

her find her companions, one of whom was a designated driver, and made certain they were 

safely on their way, While the story did spread around, Heaney never said another word about 

the event and that carried through the rest of the summer. It was also noted that there was never a 

similar problem at any stop on his summer tour of poetry readings, Heaney was not only the 

world’s most renown and arguably the world’s greatest poet, gifted with critical acclaim and 

popularity. He was also Superman.  

We will look at a few of his poems to provide a flavor for his approach to writing. 

The Otter 

When you plunged 

The light of Tuscany wavered 

And swung through the pool 

From top to bottom. 

 

I loved your wet head and smashing crawl, 

Your fine swimmer's back and shoulders 

Surfacing and surfacing again 

This year and every year since. 

 

I sat dry-throated on the warm stones. 

You were beyond me. 

The mellowed clarities, the grape-deep air 

Thinned and disappointed. 

 

Thank God for the slow loadening, 

When I hold you now 

We are close and deep 

As the atmosphere on water. 

 

My two hands are plumbed water. 

You are my palpable, lithe 

Otter of memory 

In the pool of the moment, 

 

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/70106/the-otter/


Turning to swim on your back, 

Each silent, thigh-shaking kick 

Re-tilting the light, 

Heaving the cool at your neck. 

 

And suddenly you're out, 

Back again, intent as ever, 

Heavy and frisky in your freshened pelt, 

Printing the stones. 

 

Consider the power of the metaphor. One characteristic of some of Heaney’s poetry is 

to disguise his point. Clearly, this poem is trying to deflect the obvious eroticism. I am 

fascinated by his ability to imagine a scene and translate that experience to language. 

The Tuscany light in the first and next to last verses is the connection that holds the 

poem together. The light is re-tilted and every fantasy is a new insight.  

 

Lovers on Aran 

The timeless waves, bright, sifting, broken glass, 

Came dazzling around, into the rocks, 

Came glinting, sifting from the Americas 

 

To possess Aran. Or did Aran rush 

to throw wide arms of rock around a tide 

That yielded with an ebb, with a soft crash? 

 

Did sea define the land or land the sea? 

Each drew new meaning from the waves' collision. 

Sea broke on land to full identity. 

 

Is he writing about the water of the ocean shaping the island or is he talking about the 

experience of love shaping us? Again, the beautiful imagery of the metaphor articulates 

the image of the way love shapes and fashions our lives.  

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/70096/lovers-on-aran/


Twice Shy 

Her scarf a la Bardot,  

In suede flats for the walk,  

She came with me one evening 

For air and friendly talk. 

We crossed the quiet river,  

Took the embankment walk. 

 

Traffic holding its breath,  

Sky a tense diaphragm:  

Dusk hung like a backcloth 

That shook where a swan swam,  

Tremulous as a hawk 

Hanging deadly, calm. 

 

A vacuum of need 

Collapsed each hunting heart 

But tremulously we held 

As hawk and prey apart,  

Preserved classic decorum,  

Deployed our talk with art. 

 

Our Juvenilia 

Had taught us both to wait,  

Not to publish feeling 

And regret it all too late - 

Mushroom loves already 

Had puffed and burst in hate. 

 

So, chary and excited,  

As a thrush linked on a hawk,  

We thrilled to the March twilight 

With nervous childish talk:  

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/70109/twice-shy/


Still waters running deep 

Along the embankment walk. 

 

This is one of my favorites of the Heaney Collection. I love poems that make sense and 

are still beautifully written. I miss that in our contemporary poetry. Some of the poems 

in our periodicals leave me cold. This one stimulates my imagination. I can only 

imagine the analysis the he must have experienced writing it and reliving that 

experience of the walk along the river. 

 

Seamus Justin Heaney died on August 30, 2013.  He was blessed with talent, 

imagination, critical acclaim worldwide, and with great personal affection. My native 

Irish friends fondly refer to him as “Famous Seamus.” His life and his work were a gift 

to the world. We are ones who are blessed by his legacy. 

 

Note: for the first part of this article I am indebted to Andrew Murphy from his article 

in the Encyclopedia of Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

FILM TRIVIA 

 

What is the name of BAFTA winning comedian Brendan O'Carroll's debut film?  Mrs Brown's Boys D'Movie 

The film about Michael Collins' life is called 'The Big Fellow'. Who played the 

lead role in that film? 
Liam Neeson 

What film famously made the village of Cong, in County Mayo, into a mecca for 

fans of this movie? 
The Quiet Man 

Who played the lead roles in 'The Quiet Man'? 
John Wayne & Maureen 

O'Hara 

The opening 20 minutes of 'Saving Private Ryan' is set on Omaha beach, but 

where was it actually filmed? 

Curracloe Strand in County 

Wexford 

Cate Blanchett stars as a doomed Irish journalist in what film of the same name?  Veronica Guerin 

In the 2007 film 'Garage' what Irish comedian plays the main character Josie? Pat Shortt 

Limerick author Frank McCourt wrote a book about his childhood, which was 

later made into a film. What was the name of the film? 
Angela's Ashes 

In 'Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince', what Irish cliffs feature in a dramatic 

scene when Harry and Professor Dumbeldore are battling with evil? 

The Cliffs of Moher, County 

Clare 

In the 1969 classic 'The Italian Job', where were all the jail scenes actually 

filmed?  
Kilmainham Jail, in Dublin 

What famous actor starred in 'The Italian Job'?  A very young Michael Caine 

In the award-winning film 'Braveheart', where was the Battle of Stirling Bridge 

filmed?  

On the Curragh Plains, County 

Kildare 

In the 1965 British Cold War film 'The Spy Who Came in from the Cold' where 

were the Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie scenes filmed? 
At Smithfield, Dublin 

What famous actor played the lead role in 'The Spy Who Came in from the Cold'  Richard Burton 

Colm Meaney starred in a 1996 funny film as an unemployable middle aged man 

just before the Celtic Tiger period. What was the name of the film? 
'The Van' 

What film was set in the fictional Irish village of Tulaigh Mhór (Tullymore), 

about a man who had won the National Lottery?  
Waking Ned 

Where was 'Waking Ned' filmed? Isle of Man 

What film, based on the stage play of the same name by Joseph O'Connor, is set 

in Dublin and stars Malcolm McDowell and Max Beesley?  
Red Roses and Petrol 



 

What 2007 American drama film is based on a novel of the same name by Irish 

writer Cecelia Ahern? 
P.S. I Love You 

Daniel Day-Lewis won his first Academy Award for Best Actor in which 1989 

film?  
My Left Foot 

Whose life story was portrayed in 'My Left Foot'? Christy Brown 

Who was the director of 'My Left Foot'? Jim Sheridan 

Which Irish actress won an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress in My 

Left Foot? 
Brenda Fricker 

What other film did Jim Sheridan direct in 1990, starring Richard Harris in a 

memorable role? 
The Field 

What powerful drama did Jim Sheridan direct about an Irish family who 

immigrate to New York? 
In America 

'A Shine of Rainbows' (2009) was filmed on location in what Irish coastal 

county? 

The Inishowen Peninsula, 

Donegal 

Who played the lead roles in the film 'Life's A Breeze' - about a family searching 

for a lost fortune around the streets of Dublin? 

Pat Shortt and Fionnuala 

Flanagan 

What is the name of Ireland's premiere feature film festival?  
The Dublin International Film 

Festival 

Which Irish actor starred in the 2007 film 'The Black Irish'? Brendan Gleeson 

Who wrote and directed the 2010 film 'White Irish Drinkers'? John Gray 

 



ON THIS DAY IN IRISH HISTORY - MAY 
 
1st 
 1916 - Collapse of the Easter Rising. 
1943 - Sir Basil Brooke becomes Prime Minister of Northern Ireland. 
1969 - James Chichester Clark becomes Prime Minister of Northern Ireland. 
 1980 - The Derrynaflan Chalice discovered in a bog. 
  
2nd  
1945 - Éamon de Valera expresses his sympathy on the death of Adolf Hitler to the German Ambassador. 
 1982 - Ireland affirms its neutrality in the Falklands war and opposes EEC sanctions against Argentina. 
 
3rd 
 1916 - Patrick Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh and Thomas Clarke are executed at Kilmainham Gaol for their part in the 
Easter Rising. 
1933 - The Bill to abolish the Oath of Allegiance is passed. 
1949 - The British government passes an Act guaranteeing that Northern Ireland will remain within the United Kingdom 
as long as the majority of its citizens want it to be. 
  
4th 
 1916 - Joseph Plunkett, Michael O'Hanrahan, Edward Daly and Willie Pearse executed for their part in the Easter Rising. 
Chief Secretary of Ireland Augustine Birrell resigns. 
1922 - Three day truce secured between both Pro- and Anti-Treaty forces. 
1939 - The Prime Minister of Northern Ireland announces that conscription will not be extended to Northern Ireland. 
  
5th  
1916 - John MacBride executed for his role in the Easter Rising. 
1918 - 15,000 attend an anti-conscription meeting in County Roscommon. 
 1941 - When Belfast suffers its third bombing raid, Dublin sends emergency crews to assist. 
1970 - The Arms Crisis. Finance Minister Charles Haughey and Agriculture Minister Neil Blaney asked to resign after 
suspicions that they had supplied arms to the Provisional IRA. 
 1981 - Bobby Sands dies on the 66th day of his hunger strike at Long Kesh prison. 
  
6th  
1882 - Lord Cavendish and Thomas Henry Burke are murdered in Phoenix Park. 
 1924 - William Craig refuses to appoint a Northern Ireland representative to the Boundary Commission. 
 2000 - The IRA begins to decommission its weapons. 
 
 7th  
1915 - The RMS Lusitania is torpedoed by German submarines eight miles off Kinsale, bringing America into the War. 
1931 - An Óige established. 
1969 - Tax exemptions announced for artists and others whose work has cultural merit. 
 1992 - Bishop Eamon Casey resigns following the revelation that he is a father. 
  
8th  
1916 - Eamon Ceannt, Con Colbert, Michael Mallin and Seán Heuston executed for their role in the Easter Rising. 
1987 - The SAS kill eight IRA members at Loughgall. 
  
9th  
1912 - Second reading of the Home Rule Bill in the British House of Commons. A Unionist amendment is rejected. 
 
 10th  
1912 - Andrew Bonar Law and Edward Carson both voice opposition to the Home Rule Bill. 



1972 - A referendum on Ireland's membership of the European Economic Community sees a large majority in favour. 
1973 - Erskine H. Childers wins the presidential election. 
  
11th  
1908 - British House of Commons votes in favour of the Irish Universities Bill. 
1916 - During a session of the British Parliament, John Dillon of the Irish Parliamentary Party calls for an end to the 
execution of the Easter Rebels. 
  
12th 1916 - James Connolly and Seán MacDiarmada are executed for their role in the Easter Rising. 
1950 - Nationalist MPs in Northern Ireland ask the Irish government to give Northern-elected representatives seats in 
the Dáil and Seanad. 
 
 13th 1900 - Rift in the Parliamentary Party is healed, with John Redmond and John Dillon sharing a platform together 
for the first time in ten years. 
1919 - IRA men  Dan Breen and Seán Treacy are injured while rescuing Seán Hogan from custody in County Limerick. 
1921 - Sinn Féin take 124 of the 128 seats available in the Southern Parliament. 
1937 - A statue of George II in St. Stephen's Green is blown up. 
1949 - Leading figures in the Republic of Ireland share a platform to protest the British government's stance on Northern 
Ireland. 
 
 14th  
1974 - The Ulster Workers' Strike begins. 
  
15th  
1847 - Death of Daniel O'Connell. 
 
 16th  
1917 - David Lloyd-George announces that he wants immediate Home Rule for 26 counties of Ireland. The remaining six 
counties are to be excluded for five years. 
1926 - Fianna Fáil is founded by Éamon de Valera and Seán Lemass. 
1945 - Éamon de Valera responds to Winston Churcill's criticism of Irish neutrality. 
1954 - A huge Marian Year procession is held in Dublin. 
 
  
17th  
1880 - Parnell elected chairman of the Irish Parliamentary Party. 
 1916 - Bishop of Limerick Thomas O'Dwyer refuses to discipline two of his curates who have expressed republican 
sympathies. 
1974 - Loyalists bomb Dublin and Monaghan, killing 31 civilians. 
1976 - Tim Severin sets off in a voyage from Dingle to America in imitation of St. Brendan. 
 
 18th  
1854 - Catholic University of Ireland formally established. 
 1996 - Ireland wins the Eurovision Song Contest for the seventh time. 
  
19th  
1928 - Foundation stone of Northern Ireland Parliament building laid at Stormont. 
1932 - The Constitution (Removal of Oath) Bill is passed. 
 
 20th  
1901 - A census shows that Ireland has a population of 4.5 million with Catholics outnumbering Anglicans and 
Presbyterians by three to one. 
1918 - Anti-conscription meeting in Dublin. 



1963 - Plans are announced for comprehensive schools and regional technical colleges. 
 
 21st  
1956 -  First Cork International Film Festival. 
  
22nd  
1957 - The Minister for Education announces that married women will no longer be barred from teaching. 
1971 - The 'Contraceptive Train' brings contraceptives from the North to the Republic as a protest against their illegality. 
 1998 - The Good Friday Agreement endorsed by referendum on both sides of the border. 
  
23rd  
1964 - Official opening of the US Embassy in Dublin. 
 
 24th  
1951 - Gardaí exchange shots with two men who try to bomb the British embassy in Dublin. 
  
25th  
1921 - Custom House in Dublin set on fire. 
 
 26th 1868 - Fenian Michael Barrett publicly executed in Clerkenwall, London. 
 
 27th  
1936 - First Aer Lingus flight, going from Baldonnell to Bristol. 
1941 - Winston Churchill rules out military conscription in Northern Ireland. 
1960 - The last barge sails on the Grand Canal. 
  
28th  
1923 - Official end of Civil War. 
1936 - Motion passed abolishing the Senate of the Irish Free State. 
1970 - Charles Haughey, Neil Blaney, Albert Luykx and Captain James Kelly appear in court accused of conspiracy to 
import arms. 
 
 29th  
1977 - Massive peace rally in Belfast. 
  
30th  
1924 - New licensing laws restrict pub opening hours and limits drinking to the over-seventeens. 
1952 - Longer summer holidays for school children announced. 
 1983 - Inaugural session of the New Ireland Forum. 
  
31st  
1941 - Dublin bombed by the Luftwaffe with the loss of 34 lives. 
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