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Welcome to the latest edition of the IACI e-news. 

Founded in 1962, the IACI is the leading Irish American cultural organization.  The IACI is a federally 
recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit national organization devoted to promoting an intelligent 
appreciation of Ireland and the role and contributions of the Irish in America. 

Guest contributors are always welcome!  Please note, the IACI is an apolitical, non-sectarian 
organization and requests that contributors consider that when submitting articles.  The IACI reserves 
the right to refuse or edit submissions. The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely 
those of the original authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily 
represent those of the IACI or any/all contributors to this site.  Please submit articles for consideration 
to cbuck@iaci-usa.org.

To continue reading articles contained in this latest e-news, please scroll through the 
following pages. 



Which shellfish does Dublin give it's name to? Dublin Bay Prawn 

What is Grafton Street most famous for? Shopping 

Who is the patron saint of the national Cathedral? St. Patrick 

In which street is it? Patrick Street 

How many main railstations does Dublin have? 2 

Which is the oldest college on College Green? Trinity College 

Which traditional musical instrument was adopted as a logo by 
Guinness? The harp 

What is 'uisce beatha'? Irish Whiskey 

Who was the cabbie who co-starred in the 'Quiet Man' film? Barry Fitzgerald 

Who played Lawrence of Arabia in the film of the same name? Peter O'Toole 

Name the fairy that allegedly comes to certain Irish families to 
forewarn of death? Banshee (or Bean-sidhe) 

What is the fish or salmon associated with in Irish mythology? Wisdom (Knowledge) 

What is Ireland's National Holiday? St Patrick's Day 

Which Michael brought Irish dancing to a wider audience? Flatley 

Which slithery reptile does Ireland famously lack? Snakes 

How many moles are there in Ireland? None 

What sort of Park is at Fota in Co. Cork? Wildlife 

What type of music is celebrated at an annual Cork festival? Jazz 

In which Irish County was Pierce Brosnan born ? County Meath 

Who played the title role in the film Michael Collins? Liam Neeson 
 



ON THIS DAY IN IRISH HISTORY - NOVEMBER  

1st  

1883 - Mater Infirmorm Hospital in Belfast takes in its first patients. 

1920 - 18-year-old Kevin Barry executed for killing a British soldier. 

3rd 1841 - Foundation stone is laid for St. Malachy's Church in Belfast. 

4th  

1957 - Éamon de Valera attends the coronation of Pope John Paul XXIII. 

2001 - Police Service of Northern Ireland established. 

5th 1992 - The Irish government loses a vote of confidence and the Dáil is dissolved. 

7th  

1924 - Amnesty declared for politically motivated crimes committed during the Civil War. 

1940 - Éamon de Valera lets it be known that Irish ports will not be handed over to the British. 

1990 - Mary Robinson is elected seventh President of Ireland. 

8th 

1949 - Street names in any language other than English are banned in Northern Ireland. 

1960 - Nine Irish soldiers serving with the United Nations are killed in the Congo. 

1987 - The IRA kill eleven people at a Rememberance Service in Enniskillen. 

9th  

1907 - The Irish International Exhibition ends after six months. 

1919 - Labour leader James Larkin arrested in New York for attempting to overthrow a government. 

10th 1966 - Jack Lynch receives his seal of office as the new Taoiseach. 

11th 1997 - Mary McAleese inaugurated as the eighth President of Ireland. 

12th 1957 - Brendan Behan's Borstal Boy is banned by censors. 

13th 1991 - Defence Secretary Jim McDaid resigns following criticism of his attending an IRA funeral. 

14th  

1866 - St Peter's Cathedral in Belfast is dedicated. 

1923 - William Butler Yeats is awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

 

  

15th 1985 - Taoiseach Charles Haughey and British PM Margaret Thatcher sign the Anglo-Irish Agreement. 



16th 1994 - The Fianna Fáil-Labour coalition collapses. 

17th  

1890 -  Captain Willie O'Shea divorces Kitty O'Shea, naming Charles Stewart Parnell as co-respondent. 

1926 - Following the killing of two gardaí, President W.T. Cosgrave introduces the Public Safety (Emergency 
Powers) Bill. 

1948 - The Republic of Ireland Act 1948, aimed at repealing the External Relations Act of 1936, is introduced in 
Dáil Éireann. 

19th  

1913 - Irish Citizen Army founded by James Connolly to protect workers in the general lockout. 

1971 - An Taoiseach Jack Lynch holds talks with British Prime Minister Harold Wilson. 

20th 1936 - General Eoin O'Duffy leads 600 men to fight for Franco in Spain. 

21st  

1920 - Bloody Sunday. Following the assassinations of 14 undercover British agents by Michael Collins' men,  
British forces kill 12 people at a GAA football match at Croke Park. 

2001 - GAA abolishes 'Rule 21' so that members of the security forces and British army can play. 

22nd 1932 - Prince of Wales opens the new parliament building in Belfast. 

23rd 1867 - William O'Mera Allen, Michael Larkin and William O'Brien are executed at Manchester. 

24th  

1922 - Erskine Childers is executed for the possession of a gun which Michael Collins had given him as a 
Christmas present. 

 1995 - A referendum in the Republic narrowly passes in favour of allowing divorce. 

25th  

1890 - Charles Stewart Parnell re-elected leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party. 

1892 - Douglas Hyde delivers a lecture to the Irish National Literary Society on 'the necessity of de-anglicising 
the Irish people'. 

1913 - Irish Volunteers founded. 

1948 -  The Republic of Ireland Act is passed in Dáil Éireann. 

26th 1998 - Tony Blair becomes the first British Prime Minister to address the Oireachtas. 

28th  

1863 - First edition of The Irish People. 

1905 - Sinn Féin founded. 



1913 - Andrew Bonar Law addresses a huge Unionist rally in the Theatre Royal in Dublin, encouraging Ulster to 
resist Home Rule. 

1920 - Flying column led by Tom Barry kills 16 Auxiliaries at Kilmichael in County Cork. 

29th  

1955 - Bord na gCon set up under the Greyhound Racing Bill. 

1979 - Taoiseach Jack Lynch greets EEC heads of government in Dublin. 

1999 - Ten designated ministers appointed to the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

30th  

1947 - A sixty day transport strike ends in Dublin. 

1956 - Petrol rationing is introduced in response to the Suez Crisis. 



The Spiritual Slumber of Catholic Ireland 
By 

Raymond D. Aumack 

The last time I was in Ireland, I participated at Mass in a Church at Kinsale. It was only about ten 
years ago, and the church was totally filled. As I entered the church with the crowd, I was 
pleased that Catholicism was alive and well in Ireland. Sadly, that presumption was erroneous. 

The music was horrible. There was no cantor. There was no lay lector. I was the only one who 
sang out loud with everyone turning to stare at me. The celebrant preached the homily. He was 
obviously well prepared because he had it written out before him. It was a rather long homily. 
Never once did he attempt to make eye contact with the congregation. He read as if he could care 
less if anyone was listening. There wasn’t any language difficulty because he was native Irish. 
There was no offertory procession. There were no lay ministers of the Eucharist. There was 
absolutely no evidence of participation on the part of the people of the congregation and the 
same can be said for the celebrant. 

Following the inspiration of Vatican II, it is my belief that that the priest is the elected president 
of the assembly, trained to lead worship, preach, lead the other sacraments, and attend to the 
spiritual needs of the laity. When we gather for the Eucharist, it is the assembled congregation 
that actually celebrates the Eucharist with the priest as the president of the assembly. I presume 
the celebrant said all the right prayers and that the Mass was technically valid. I don’t think it 
was for me, though. In so-called secular America, we sing with gusto, the priest preaches 
reasonably well. There is a cantor, lector, and lay Eucharistic ministers. The congregation 
participates in the celebration. The prayers can be heard, the responses are loud and clear, and 
the community singing is vibrant and powerful. In America, most churches have choirs and what 
we used to call a “High Mass” every Sunday. 

Later that evening, I did a pub crawl in and around Kinsale. I saw many of the folks that I saw at 
Mass earlier that evening singing at the top of their lungs. The next morning, I sat at breakfast 
with a young couple I had seen both at the church and in one of the pubs. I asked them why the 
congregation did not sing at Mass the previous evening. He thought for a minute and said, “Ah, 
there was no drink taken.” 

During the week, in one of the communities I visited, there was an article in the newspaper about 
the local parish. The ad indicated that it was a welcoming parish in the spirit of Vatican II. I wish 
I could have stayed there and participated in Sunday Mass.  

Later that week we visited the Shrine at Knock. Knock is a town committed to the celebration of 
Catholicism with the Blessed Virgin as the engine that drives the local economy. In our family 
lore, it is reported that the great grandmother of one of our closest family friends from Ireland 
and continuing into America was one of the children who saw the Blessed Virgin on the Gable 
wall. There was a sign at the entrance of the Basilica stating the times of a Healing Mass within 
the hour. I was still recovering from heart surgery and my wife had surgery for what used to be 



considered a terminal cancer the previous year. We elected to stay for the Healing Mass.  My 
expectations were minimal, but I was wrong. The Mass was beautiful. The congregation was 
made up with three busloads of people from Tyrone. Three priests concelebrated the Mass. The 
sermon was appropriate and well done. The congregational singing was strong. There was full 
lay participation. Since we were all recovering from some malady, there was the joy of the 
collective consciousness of worshipping together. I was pleasantly surprised, inspired, and 
grateful for the opportunity to be there. There is still a spirituality in Ireland. You have to search 
for it. 

To be fair, we did not visit every parish in Ireland. I may have just hit the outlier. However, too 
many of those with whom I have consulted about their ecclesial experiences report that mine was 
not unique. 

What Happened 

The clergy of yesteryear dominated every aspect of Irish life and made Ireland a Catholic 
theocracy. Irish Catholicism even had a constitutional role. The opening words of the 
Constitution of Ireland are ‘In the name of the Holy Trinity from whom is derived….”  
Legislation was enacted through the lens of the Church of Rome. 

In 1980, among nearly everyone in Ireland, 90%, were church-going Catholics on a weekly 
basis. By 2017 polls report that only 44% are attending weekly Mass. Even among those who 
attend there is a cafeteria Catholicism. “I believe; I attend Mass; but I don’t accept birth control. 
I attend Mass, but I don’t accept the prohibition against pre-marital sex.” 

Scandals 

Another crippling blow to Catholic practice was the exposure of major scandals. Bishop Eamon 
Casey in 1980, with a world-wide reputation as a Catholic spokesman, was exposed as having 
fathered a child. The popular Fr. Michael Cleary, the singing priest, with a weekly radio show, 
was exposed as raising a family in the church rectory with his housekeeper in 1990. The news of 
these and similar scandals was shocking and disappointing to Irish Catholics and crumbled the 
foundations of faith in many lives. For people of deep faith, the priest was another Christ. Priests 
were revered in the culture. 

The issue that diminished the integrity of the Church the most was the clergy sex abuse scandal. 
It was revealed that hundreds of priests had sexually abused thousands of children going back 
several decades. As the problem came to light, it was handled badly by Church hierarchy. 
Fearing the scandal that would have rightly come to the Church, the Bishops became complicit in 
the abuse by covering it up. Priests were reassigned to other parishes where they continued their 
abusive practices. In the ill-advised effort to protect the Church, the bishops almost destroyed it. 
Even with all the backlash, only 6 priests were criminally adjudicated from 1975 to 2011, 
another aspect of the scandal. A commission was created by each diocese to protect children 
from predatory clergymen. One can only imagine the terrible impact on the majority of priests 
who were doing their jobs well. Every clergyman worked under the cloud of distrust and this was 
certainly not the kind of climate in which one would choose a lifetime career. 



At the same time, it was revealed that there was evidence of mass abuse of young people living 
in institutions that were established to help orphans, young criminals, children at-risk, unwed 
mothers, and others. There were 250 institutions providing services for 35,000 young people. 
What started out as an effort to help young people reorganize their lives, provided a living hell 
for most of them. This generated world-wide negative publicity and, since these were run by 
priests and nuns, the image of religious and clerical life further deteriorated in the minds of the 
faithful. 

Vocations to the priesthood have dramatically fallen. Ireland has about 5.6 million people with 
about 4.2 million identified as Roman Catholic. Last year 15 were ordained for all of Ireland. In 
the late 1970s there were about 500 students for the priesthood at the national seminary at 
Maynooth College, some 20 miles west of Dublin. This year only 6 entered the seminary and 
with 8 years ahead of them, they may not survive the rigors of seminary life to be ordained as 
priests. The college and seminary, with its beautiful campus, is thriving because about 75 lay 
students of both genders are also studying theology, with many students in other curricula. 

The Maynooth seminary also has internal problems having been identified as having a thriving 
gay culture. One bishop was so distressed that he removed the students for his diocese and 
enrolled them in a university at Rome. 

Meanwhile, the average age of active clergymen is about 60 years. The future does not look 
bright for the priesthood and religious life in Ireland. 

The Causes 

Why did this change occur? A lot of easy answers are offered. One is that Ireland and its Church 
have fallen victim to insidious European secularism. Another was the freedom from the flow of 
money from the Celtic Tiger. Well the tiger quickly died, and Ireland was on the verge of 
bankruptcy. They were bailed out by the European Union, complied with the harsh restrictions, 
and within five years, cash was flowing again. With cash plentiful, the Irish population no longer 
had to worry about passing through this “vale of tears;” they were making their heaven in real 
time.  

There was a cultural change as well. I remember the story of a young woman, extremely bright 
and competent, who emigrated to New York, after graduating from Trinity with honors for a 
major in finance. She took a position with an investment bank and impressed both her peers and 
superiors with her abilities. Within three years she was promoted to Vice President, and enjoyed 
the executive salary, bonuses, and perquisites.  After a few years, she was recruited to another 
bank in San Francisco with an even higher salary, bonuses. and perqs. She also did well there 
and after a few years longed to return to Ireland. She couldn’t believe the cost of apartments in 
Dublin even after living in New York and San Francisco. The Ireland that she left had changed. 
She could not get a job in her field where she once flourished and excelled.  She quickly returned 
to New York where she continues to excel. 

Secularism 



Pope John Paul II before over one million people at Phoenix Park recommended that the Irish 
avoid the secularism that has inundated Europe. Ironically, while he was preaching, a pair of 
teenagers were having sex in a tent at the edge of a crowd. This was not a secret liaison because 
many in the crowd knew it was happening and the news was spread wide enough that it was 
reported in the papers the next day. One wonders if it was a deliberate attempt at sacrilege or the 
typical insanity that teenagers live with between 14 and 18. Either way, it was a sign of the 
times. The crowd in Phoenix Park was the largest crowd ever assembled in one place in Ireland’s 
history. A conservative Catholic newspaper, The Voice, has been beating the drum for a return to 
a vibrant but strict orthodoxy. 

I don’t believe, even for a second, that secularism is responsible for the decline of faith in 
Ireland. The clergy have held the minds and the hearts of the people of Ireland captive for a long 
time. They got away with it because they made the salvation of the people to be at risk. The local 
pastor was the judge and the jury of most of the decisions made in the parish. Frequently, one 
could hear the demand for blind obedience required by the local pastor. 

The center point of our faith is not the bishop or the pastor. It is not in the rules for living 
established by the pastor It was not even the Ten Commandments that were invoked for even 
minor infractions. The grossest sin you could possibly commit was a sexual sin. 

The focus of preaching was on sin. However, the center of our faith is not the Ten 
Commandments or the moral proclivities of the pastor. The center point of our faith is Jesus the 
Christ, Son of the Father, empowered by the Spirit. Through the power of the risen Christ we are 
incorporated into the kingdom of God. The secular and the sacred are both integral components 
of creation.  The mission of the Church is to integrate the sacred and the secular; to sanctify the 
secular. 

The Vatican Council was barely acknowledged in Ireland, Priests were afraid that the “changes” 
would disturb the tranquility of the people.  

The joys and hopes, the grief and anguish of the people of our time especially 
those who are poor or afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the grief and anguish 
of the followers of Christ. Nothing that is genuinely human fails to find an echo 
in their hearts. For theirs is a community united in Christ and guided by the 
Holy Spirit in their pilgrimage to the Father’s kingdom. Proclaimed on 
December 7, 1965. The Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. 

For the most part, this news failed to reach the people of Ireland. My observation is that since 
1965 and forward the Church in Ireland, to avoid disturbing the hearts of the faithful, was 
deprived of the most invigorating Spirit that entered into the Church since Pentecost Sunday. The 
word that I kept hearing was, “Ah, these changes will disturb the hearts of these simple people.” 
What it did disturb was the hearts of a tyrannical clergy. Obviously, this did not happen 
everywhere, but the attitude of fear among the clergy was widespread enough. The Council 
threatened their power over the people. 



My point is that the faith of the Irish people did not suddenly deteriorate because of secularism. 
It deteriorated because of clericalism. The clergy misunderstood their people. Going into the 
second half of the 20th century, Ireland had the best educated workforce in Europe. The Celtic 
Tiger was still a kitten, but real wealth was developing in the country.  The US was relocating 
many of their back-office operations as well as manufacturing operations in Ireland. A great 
workforce and lower taxes made Ireland a great place for their operations.   

The Church in Ireland was either unaware of the opportunities before them, or they chose to 
ignore them. The people were hungry for the Word of God. In truth, they had outgrown the 
clergy.  

I write and distribute, The Sermon I Wish I Heard, each week and it is distributed far and wide in 
Ireland. A typical letter that I receive from Ireland will tell me that they thank God to receive the 
Sermons each week. “We don’t have anything like this over here.” The Sermons reach about 
5000 people each week in 22 countries. 

While it is true that the clergy sex scandals as well as the institutional scandals had an important 
impact on the faith of the people, it was really clericalism that wounded and in many cases, 
killed the faith of the Irish people. 
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