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Welcome to the latest edition of the IACI e-news. 

Founded in 1962, the IACI is the leading Irish American cultural organization.  The IACI is a federally 
recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit national organization devoted to promoting an intelligent 
appreciation of Ireland and the role and contributions of the Irish in America. 

Guest contributors are always welcome!  Please note, the IACI is an apolitical, non-sectarian 
organization and requests that contributors consider that when submitting articles.  The IACI reserves 
the right to refuse or edit submissions. The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely 
those of the original authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily 
represent those of the IACI or any/all contributors to this site.  Please submit articles for consideration 
to cbuck@iaci-usa.org.

To continue reading articles contained in this latest e-news, please scroll through the 
following pages. 



Irish Novels Keep the Irish Tradition Alive 
by 

Raymond D. Aumack 

The earliest known indication of the use of symbols to communicate is from Sumer, current day 
Iraq, in about the 10th century BC. Language writing was developed by 3100 BC also by the 
Sumerians. At the same time, it was developed in Egypt and about a century later, in China. 
There is no indication that any of the forms of language expression were dependent on each 
other. The oldest book of written stories is, I believe, from the Hebrew Scriptures, the Book of 
Genesis. These stories were created and told orally for centuries before our ancient ancestors 
were capable of writing them down. The ancients were aware of the presence of God in their 
lives. The Book of Genesis blends four different stories about the same subject, the beginning of 
the world. They imagined the wonders of creation and the creation of humans. They created 
stories of what they observed about their world. The stories were crafted by vivid imaginations 
of what they truly experienced. They understood that everything that exists came from the hand 
of God and depends on the hand of God for its continued existence. They are not histories of a 
people, though history is part of the story. They are simply imaginative reflections on the life 
they experienced that developed and were told cumulatively over centuries until they were 
finally written down. As a religious people, the ancient Hebrews believed that these ancient 
writings were inspired by God.  

Truthfully, the culture of a people is far too sacred to be entrusted to the philosophers, 
theologians, politicians or even to the clergy for that matter. It is really the heart and soul of 
artists that carry forward the history, traditions and culture of a nation. For example, In America, 
one of our greatest novels is To Kill a Mockingbird, written by Harper Lee with the help of an 
absolutely wonderful editor. If you track the history of the time, the newspaper editorials, the 
political discussions, even some of the laws of the 1950s, you would find the ugly history of 
racism. It is novels like Harper Lee’s and many others, the poetry of the period, the music that 
was popular at the time, the painting and sculpture that give expression to the authentic life of 
Americans of the time. Needless to say, art reflects many trends in America but the anti-racism 
trend was strongly emerging at the time. 

We Irish also have a very rich culture and heritage and that is expressed in our legends and 
literature. The life and spirit of each era is captured in ancient Gaelic poetry and in the stories 
that predate them. Story-telling became a profession and continues as such to this day. A friend 
living in Connecticut but raised in northeast Ireland is a most marvelous story-teller and the 
winner of many Emmy-like prizes in Ireland and throughout the many counties of the Irish 
diaspora. The history and the developing culture of our people is contained in these stories. One 
of my favorite examples is an outstanding novel that never received the credit it deserved, 
Galway Bay, written by Mary Pat Kelly. She captures the spirit of the famine era as it was 
experienced in Galway with such passion that it brought tears to my eyes. She goes on to 
describe her heroine’s escape from the famine with her sister and children. Her heroine rowed 
out to the Atlantic shipping lanes and literally thumbed a ride on a streamer that took them to 



New Orleans. Mary Pat’s story is the true story of her family’s journey first told to her by her 
great grand-aunt who was a 103 year- old nun in a Chicago convent. The story itself is engaging 
but it took the artistry of Mary Pat to bring it to life. 

Another gripping tale of the era of British oppresion is Brian Friel’s, outstanding play 
Translations. Edna O’Brian’s, Country Girl’s Trilogy captures the heart, mind, and spirit of 
young women living through the religiously oppressive first half of the 20th century. 

James Joyce wrote Ulysees, considered to be the number one novel of the 20th Century. It has 
been hailed as the most important work of modernist literature. It was first published serially in a 
literary magazine. It details the day in the life of its hero, Leopold Bloom, June 16, 1904.  

A Portrait of Dorian Gray is the only published novel by Oscar Wilde. It first appeared as the 
lead story in Lippincott's Monthly Magazine on 20 June 1890, printed as the July 1890 issue of 
this magazine. 

The novel tells of a young man named Dorian Gray, the subject of a painting by artist Basil 
Hallward. Basil is impressed by Dorian's beauty and becomes infatuated with him, believing his 
beauty is responsible for a new mode in his art. Dorian meets Lord Henry Wotton, a friend of 
Basil's, and becomes enthralled by Lord Henry's world view. The Picture of Dorian Gray is 
considered a work of classic gothic horror fiction with a strong Faustian theme. 

For rollicking good humor go to your library and read anything by Roddy Doyle. One of my 
favorites is The Van and another, The Woman Who Walked into Doors. 

When you are in your library, go to the mystery shelf and find everything written by Tana 
French. She writes with elegance and tells the stories of the life and loves of police officers and 
the mysteries and mysterious people with whom the deal. My favorite is Into the Woods 

John McGahern is considered to be among the five great Irish authors of our time. One of my 
favorites is Amongst Women 

"Amongst Women" tells the story of Michael Moran, a bitter, aging Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) veteran, and his tyranny over his wife and children, who both love and fear him. It is 
considered McGahern's masterpiece.  

 Jonathan Swift,  Gulliver's Travels 

Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World, in Four Parts. By Lemuel Gulliver, First, a 
Surgeon, and then a Captain of Several Ships", better known simply as "Gulliver's Travels", is a 
novel by Irish writer and clergyman Jonathan Swift that is both a satire on human nature and a 
parody of the "travellers' tales" literary sub-genre. I first read this as a children’s story when I 
was in grammar school. When I reread it a couple of years ago, I really appreciated the biting 
satire.  

http://www.irishcentral.com/ent/Irish-actor-to-star-in-Gullivers-Travels-42581097.html


Bram Stoker - Dracula 

Dracula has been assigned to many literary genres including vampire literature, horror 
fiction, the gothic novel, and invasion literature. Stoker did not invent the vampire, the 
novel's influence on the popularity of vampires has been singularly responsible for 
theatrical, film and television interpretations since its publication. I first read this as a 
comic book when I was about ten years old. 

John Banville - The Book of Evidence  

The book is narrated by Freddie Montgomery, a 38-year-old scientist, who murders a servant girl 
during an attempt to steal a painting from a neighbor. Freddie is an aimless drifter, and though he 
is a perceptive observer of himself and his surroundings, he is largely amoral.  

Samuel Beckett - Molloy 

At first, the book concerns two different characters, both of whom have interior monologs in the 
book. As the story moves along the two characters are distinguished by name only as their 
experiences and thoughts are, to say the least, similar. The novel is set in an indeterminate place, 
most often identified with the Ireland of Beckett's birth. It was written in Paris, along with the 
other two books (Malone Dies and The Unnamable) of "The Trilogy". We wrote about Samuel 
Beckett in these pages as one of the four Nobel Laureates that Ireland has produced. Beckett 
wrote so that the reader would want to continue reading. His writing made you think, reflect, and 
challenge your belief systems. He was a master of his craft. 

Among the Booker Award winners and Booker finalists include Maeve Binchey, Sebastian 
Barry, John Keane, Colm Toibin, Colum McCann, John Boyne and so many others I could 
not mention in detail. Obviously, all their work is superior and every book should be on your 
“must read” list of Irish works of literature. 

This is by no means an exclusive list nor is any author ranked as superior to any other. My task 
with this article is to get you to dip your toe into the sea of our Irish heritage. Television is our 
main source of entertainment and the most accessible. The programming, for the most part, is 
awful and designed to sell the products of most advertisers.  

Read these wonderful books. Drink in the rich heritage of our forebears. Place yourselves in the 
plots of these novels. Meet the characters and love or hate them. You will find it difficult to be 
indifferent. Each story is like a time machine that transports us to different towns in different 
eras. All of it is our Irish heritage and that has helped mold us into who we are. You are part of a 
great story. A thousand years from now your descendants will have DNA that identifies the Irish 
in their blood. Make sure that what you pass on is vibrant, passionate, courageous, and spiritual. 
Reading these stories will not only keep your brain alive; it will help keep our Irish tradition 
alive. 

http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/The-scariest-monsters-and-demons-from-Celtic-myth-67305337.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/ent/A-last-meeting-with-Samuel-Beckett-46396152.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ON THIS DAY IN IRISH HISTORY - OCTOBER 

1st 1812 - English balloonist James Sadler attempts to cross the Irish Sea in a balloon. He fails and almost drowns. 

2nd 1957 - The Voluntary Health Insurance Board is launched. 

3rd  

1938 - Britain's last remaining forts in the twenty-six counties are handed back to Ireland. 

1940 - The German government announced it was willing to compensate Ireland for bombs dropped on Dublin. 

1970 - US President Nixon arrives in Ireland. 

1975 - Businessman Tiede Herrema is kidnapped by the IRA. 

5th 1968 - Police in Derry baton-charge a civil rights march. 

6th  

1891 - Death of Charles Stewart Parnell. 

1980 - Mella Carroll becomes Ireland's first female high court judge. 

7th 1843 - Daniel O'Connell succumbs to government pressure and bans a Monster Meeting at Clontarf. 

9th 1932 - Shots fired at a Cumann na nGaedhael meeting in Limerick. 

10th  

1918 - RMS Leinster is sunk by a German submarine with the loss of around 500 lives. 

1957 - Fire at Windscale Nuclear Power Station in England, believed to have caused birth defects in Ireland. 

1969 - The Hunt Committee report recommends an unarmed police force in Northern Ireland. 

1977 - Mairéad Corrigan and Betty Williams win the Nobel Prize for Peace. 

12th  

1940 - The Kerry Head ship is bombed with the loss of twelve lives, months after surviving another attack. 

1975 - Oliver Plunkett is canonised. 

1984 - The IRA kill five people on an attack on a Brighton hotel during the Conservative Party Conference. 

13th 1994 - Loyalist paramilitary groups announce a ceasefire. 

18th  

1880 - Ballycastle railway opens between Ballymoney and Ballycastle. 

1881 - "No Rent" manifesto issued by Irish National Land League. 

19th  

1881 - Irish National Land League proclaimed illegal. 

1989 - Three of the Guildford Four are released. 

21st 1879 - Irish National Land League founded at Dublin. 

 



22nd  

1884 - Alice Walkington becomes the first woman to be awarded a degree in Ireland. 

1976 - President Cearbhall Ó Dálaigh resigns over a furore about the Emergency Powers Bill, which led to the Minister 
for Defence describing him as a 'thundering disgrace'. 

23rd  

1911 - 70,000 Unionists march against Home Rule. 

1970 - Charles Haughey, James Kelly, Albert Luykx and John Kelly are acquitted of conspiracy to import arms. 

24th 1990 - The IRA forces three men to act as suicide bombers, resulting in seven deaths. 

25th  

1917 - De Valera becomes the President of Sinn Féin. 

1920 - Lord Mayor of Cork Thomas MacSwiney dies on hunger strike in Brixton Prison. 

1968 - The New University of Ulster is opened. 

27th  

1913 - James Larkin of the Irish Transport and General Workers' Union sent to prison for seditious language. 

30th  

1939 - More than two dozen air-raid sirens are tested across Dublin. 

31st  

1909 - The Royal University of Ireland is dissolved. 

1973 - Three IRA prisoners escape from Mountjoy Prison in a hijacked helicopter. 

1990 - Brian Lenihan is sacked from government over dishonesty allegations. 

1996 - First Irish language TV station, Teilifís na Gaeilge (TnaG), is launched. 



IRISH SPORTS TRIVIA #1 

 

What nickname is given to Kilkenny sporting teams?  The Cats  

The Scottish sport of shinty has a different name in Ireland. What 
is it?  Hurling.  

What is Arkle, from which the legendary Irish racehorse took its 
name?  A Scottish mountain  

Which Englishman became an honorary Irishman for his 
management of Ireland's Italia 90 soccer team?  Jackie Charlton.  

Before international rugby was played at Croke Park, what was 
the name of the ground which was the home of Irish Rugby?  Lansdowne Road.  

What name is given to the ball in hurling?  A sliotar.  

Snooker World Champion Dennis Taylor comes from which town 
in County Tyrone? Coalisland 

In which sport was Michelle Smith suspended in 1999 over drug 
allegations? Swimming 

Which Irish sport is sometimes confused with the Scottish game 
'shinty'? Hurling 

What is Limerick's main rugby venue? Thomond Park 

Where is the Hogan Stand? Croke Park 

In which county would you find Gowran Park racecourse? County Kilkenny 

Where would you find GAA ground Cusack Park? Mullingar 

What type of timber is used to make hurleys for camogie and 
hurling? The Ash 

The Curragh is in which Irish county? Kildare 

Which well known club did George Best play for? Manchester United 

What type of course was created by Christy O'Conner Jr. in 
Tullow, Co. Carlow? Golf 

Which Republic striker John played for Liverpool and Tranmere? Aldridge 

What does the G stand for in the GAA? Gaelic 
 



 

NY JETS CORPORATE HUDDLE  

SPECIAL OFFER FOR IRISH AMERICAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE  EMPLOYEES! 

300 LEVEL TICKETS START AT $60 

200 LEVEL TICKETS START AT $125 

CLICK HERE TO GET YOUR SEATS 

 

USE PROMO CODE: IACI17 
For questions please contact Evan Pruden with New York at   

(973) 549-4889 or EPruden@jets.nfl.com  

                  MIAMI DOLPHINS             JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS           ATLANTA FALCONS 
           SEPTEMBER  24 – 1:00PM   OCTOBER 1 – 1:00PM          OCTOBER 29 – 1:00PM 
   

https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/nyjets/EN/link/promotion/home/4f4b0345643972ba567d2f9e94cb24fc69a5743c
mailto:EPruden@jets.nfl.com
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